NECO ‘ New England College of Optometry
THE INDUSTRY COLLABORATIVE

Reimagining Optometry

Equipping Graduates for a New Era of Care

NOVEMBER 3-4, 2025

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2025
WBUR/ CitySpace, 890 Commonwealth Avenue

9:00-9:15AM SPEAKER SPEAKER
Welcome Howard Purcell, OD, FAAO, Dipl. Gary Chu, OD, FAAO
President & CEO, NECO Vice President of Professional Affairs, NECO
9:15-10:00AM SPEAKER MODERATOR FOR Q&A
Opening Keynote Speaker Joshua C. Baker, OD, MS, FAAO Howard Purcell, OD, FAAO, Dipl.
President, Midwestern University President & CEO, NECO

10:00-10:15AM
Morning Break

10:15-11:30AM

SESSION 1 MODERATOR PANELISTS
Strengthening the Foundation: Erik Weissberg, OD, FAAO Joshua Baker, OD, MS, FAAO
Science, Curriculum & Clinical Readiness Vice President and Dean of President, Midwestern University

Academic Affairs, NECO
Alicia Feis, OD, FAAO

Dean, Arizona College of Optometry and
President, ASCO

Jennifer Reilly, OD, FAAO
Assistant Profesor of Optometry, NECO

Jeffrey Walline, OD, PhD, FAAO
Assoc. Dean, Ohio State Univ. Coll. of Optometry

11:30-12:30PM

SESSION 2 MODERATOR PANELISTS
Tech-Forward, Patient-Centered Gary Chu, OD, FAAO Rupe Hansra, OD
Innovation VP of Professional Affairs, NECO Vice President of Professional Affairs, Topcon

Timothy Bossie, OD, FAAO
Sr. Director, Owned Clinics/Outreach Affiliations

Melissa Trego, OD, PhD, FAAO
Dean of Academic Affairs, SUNY Optometry

12:30-1:15pPM
Lunch



1:15-2:15pM

SESSION 3 MODERATOR PANELISTS
Beyond the Bench: How Industry Gary Chu, OD, FAAO Thanasis Panagoris, PhD
Powers Education & Student Success VP of Professional Affairs, NECO Assoc. Professor of Vision Sciences, NECO

Aurora Denial, OD, FAAO
Prof. & Chair, Clinical Education & Science, NECO

Randall Case, PhD
Sr. Director of Learning, Tech & Innovation, NECO

Emily Bouchard
Assoc. Director of Ed. Tech & Assessment, NECO

2:15-2:30pPM
Afternoon Break

2:30-3:30PM SPEAKER MODERATOR FOR Q&A

Closing Keynote Speuker Joseph Aoun, PhD Howard Purcell, OD, FAAO, Dipl.
President, Northeastern University President & CEO, NECO

3:30-4:15pPM MODERATOR PANELISTS

Roundtable Discussion: Howard Purcell, OD, FAAO, Dipl. Peg Achenbach, OD, FAAO

The Optometrist of the Future President & CEO, NECO Optometry Times/Ophthalmology Times

Marc Ferrara
Consultant, Jobson Optical Group

Erinn Morgan
Chief Content Officer, Insight Media Group

Jack Persico
Editorial Director, Review of Optometry

4:15-4:30PM SPEAKER

Closing Remarks Gary Chu, OD, FAAO
Vice President of Professional Affairs, NECO

Stay in touch with us after today’s event.
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